

BYZANTEEN FAITH FORMATION LESSON 11

“HE WILL COME AGAIN IN GLORY TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD AND 



HIS KINGDOM WILL HAVE NO END.”

At His Ascension, Jesus made clear that He would return in glory at the end of time (Acts 1,11).

God’s plan for us involves our entrance into eternity, where we will be united with Him.  This union with God is the promise of real happiness, real love and real life—all without end.  Therefore the second coming of Christ is something the Church looks forward to with great desire. (2 Corinthians 5,1-8; Revelation 22,17 and 20).
The Kingdom of Heaven or union with God is most often described as a wedding feast—each one of us is the guest of honor (the bride) along with God (the groom).
(Matthew 22,1-14; Matthew 25,1-13; Revelation 19,6-9).
But our union with God means that the world as we know it with its limitations of time, space and matter must end.  This is one reason why Jesus second coming is described as something that destroys the world as we know it (Hebrews 1,10-12; Matthew 24).
Jesus describes His second coming as a moment of judgment (Revelation 20,11-15; Matthew 25,31-46) separating those who can be united with God from those who cannot because of their own sinful choices.  (God respects our freedom—He will never force anyone to return His love or accept His gifts).

Jesus describes this process of separation and judgment a number of ways:

Wheat and weeds (Matthew 13,24-30)
sorting out a dragnet (Matthew 13,47-50)
The image of fire is often used to describe the last judgment.  Think of the process of refining gold—the impurities are burned away, leaving only the pure and precious gold (1 Corinthians 3,9-15).  Think of a single fire that enlightens what is already bright and good in us, burns away what is impure and “melts” us into the fire of God’s love.
No one knows when the end of the world will occur (Mark 13,32-37; Acts 1,7). All attempts to “decode” the Bible to find the date are misguided.

Many Christians in the USA today believe that, before the end of the world, there will be a “rapture” when Jesus takes faithful Christians to heaven BEFORE the unsettling events of the end of the world.  This is a new idea (1840’s) that Catholics, Orthodox and other Christians have never accepted.  It cannot be proved from the Bible (Matthew 24,40-41; 1 Thessalonians 4,17 are both about the one and only coming of Christ the end of the world) and has never been accepted by a Pope, an Ecumenical Council, a Father of the Church or any of the saints.  
