CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION BYZANTEENS
LESSON 3
WHAT DOES THE CHURCH TEACH ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS?

1.  IMAGE AND LIKENESS  Genesis 1:26-28  26 1 Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl on the ground."  27 God created man in his image; in the divine image he created him; male and female he created them.  28 God blessed them, saying: "Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that move on the earth."
BASED ON WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED ABOUT GOD, WHAT ARE SOME WAYS IN WHICH HUMAN BEINGS ARE LIKE GOD.  WHY/HOW DO ALL HUMAN BEINGS POSSESS A DIGNITY THAT DEMANDS RESPECT?  (We’ll come back to male and female later)
2.  1 Thessalonians 5:23  1 May the God of peace himself make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We are composite creatures, with a body (unlike God or the angels), soul and spirit.  These three are created together, uniquely for each individual (therefore, Christianity rejects “reincarnation”).  The union of body and soul begins at conception (therefore abortion kills an innoncent HUMAN life).  The composition of body, soul and spirit is uniquely human (therefore, if you accept a model of evolution for human life, the difference between the last monkey and the first man is the direct creation of a human soul by God). 

WHERE CAN YOU POINT TO IN HUMAN EXPERIENCE TO ILLUSTRATE THE SPIRITUAL DIMENSION OF HUMAN BEINGS?  WHERE CAN YOU POINT TO IN YOURSELF TO ILLUSTRATE THE EXISTENCE OF THE SOUL?
3.  ANCESTRAL SIN:  Genesis 3.  The consequences of the first sin are

Death—inherited by all humans from Adam and Eve.   The fear of death fuels the human drive to sin.
Alienation—from God, from the earth, from each other

Inclination to sin and a culture/institutionalization of sinfulness

Psalm 51:5   Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.
4.  AN INSPIRED VIEW OF HUMAN DIGNITY (WITHOUT SIN):  PSALM 8.
WHAT ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS IS GLORIOUS AND HONORABLE?  HOW ARE HUMAN BEINGS SMALL COMPARED WITH THE REST OF CREATION?  HOW ARE WE “LITTLE LESS THAN A GOD?”  HOW DOES OUR CHOICE TO SIN AFFECT OUR HUMAN DIGINITY?

