


WHAT JESUS DID FOR US:

The Creed:  ‘For us He came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man.  He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate and suffered and was buried.  He rose on the third day, according to the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead; and His kingdom will have no end.’
WE NEED TO BE SAVED:  The sin of Adam and Eve made all humans MORTAL—we must all face DEATH (Genesis 3,3.19; Wisdom 1,13; Romans 5,12).  The sin of Adam and Eve began a SEPARATION of humans from God that only got worse.  Human nature after Adam and Eve is weakened and prone to sin; each of us becomes personally guilty of sin.

We need to be forgiven of sin, reconciled with God and redeemed from death.  



HOW DID JESUS DO IT?
He is the perfect MEDIATOR between God and humans because He is TRUE GOD and TRUE MAN (1 Titus 2,5).

His Incarnation, life and death are all perfectly OBEDIENT to God the Father’s will. JESUS’ OBEDIENCE breaks through the dead end of ADAM and EVE’s DISOBEDIENCE (Genesis 3,11).  He makes it possible for a human life to be sinless. (Matthew 26,39; Philippians 2.6-8)

His Death on the Cross is the perfect sacrifice for sin. (John 10,14-18; Hebrews 9,11-15) according to the law given to God by Moses (Leviticus 4,13-21; Leviticus 16).

OLD TESTAMENT SACRIFICE

NEW TESTAMENT SACRIFICE

Imperfect priest (a sinner)


perfect priest (sinless)

Imperfect mediator



perfect mediator (True God / True Man)

Offered animals



offered Himself (sinless, perfect, human)

Offered in Temple (earth)


taken all the way to heaven (Ascension)

His death on the Cross accepts the penalty of death for sin on behalf of all human beings   BUT----He doesn’t stay dead!  He rose from the dead in a glorified human nature.
The RISEN CHRIST is now the first human being freed from the curse of sin and death.  He shares that new human nature with us in the sacraments, beginning with Baptism.
Romans 6,3 and 6,8: “we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death. . .if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him.”

2 Corinthians 5,17: “Whoever is in Christ is a new creation.”
