
   RESURRECTION BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
   Corner of Edgewater and Mayflower Avenues in Smithtown NY 

Fr. Jack Custer, SSL, STD, Pastor                        Mailing Address: 225 Ellison Avenue, Westbury NY 11590 

Phone:  631-759-6083                  Fax:  516-333-6769          Email: frjackcus@gmail.com  

   Website:  www.resurrectionsmithtown.org 
   

    DIVINE SERVICES 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 11:15am For the intentions of the parishioners. 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 11:15am +Ruth Reinhardt by Bob and Lisa Knapp  
 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Metropolitan Basil, Father Dan, John Skalyo, Anna Tkach, Matthew 
Gorecki, William Patrovic, George Revock, Damian Boruch, Pat Melvin, Mary Lucyshyn and Joseph 
Jerszynski (father of Christine Leggo).  Let us prayerfully support each other in times of illness, of 
convalescence and of any other need.  
 
YOUR OFFERINGS:  SUNDAY JANUARY 10: $2174.00.  May God be pleased to accept all of our sacrifices!  
We gratefully acknowledge a gift of $2500.00 to the Building Fund in memory of +John Vinskus from Bob 
and Lisa Knapp.  OFFERING STATEMENTS FOR 2009: If you itemize and need a statement of your 
offerings for 2009, please let Father know via note or email. ENVELOPE ETIQUETTE:  Please always use 
an envelope and save our counters the three extra steps required for loose checks.  Please always indicate 
the amount of your offering on each envelope. Please do not old envelopes with different numbers.  This 
insures correct accounting and saves more time and confusion than you can imagine.  Thanks! 
 
REMEMBER THE SMITHTOWN FOOD PANTRY. Non-perishable food donations can always be left in the 
Church vestibule. Our parish will staff the Food Pantry in February.   
 
PARISH FELLOWSHIP AFTER LITURGY EVERY SUNDAY.  Please take the initiative to invite visitors to join us 
downstairs.  Contact Kay Lefko (631-265-6093) to get your family’s place on the hospitality schedule.   
 
OUR PARISH SOCIETES:  MEN’S CLUB meets first Friday each month at 6:30pm.  All parish men are 
welcome.  President:  Joe Hurban (631-880-1782).  WOMEN’S CLUB meets TODAY after the Divine 
Liturgy, in the Parish Hall.  President: Pat Roth (631-656-6500). BYZANTEENS: Meeting Wednesday at 
7PM in the school.  Topic:  Making Moral Decisions (part 2). 
 
THE PEACE LIGHT, kindled in Bethlehem and brought throughout the world, will burn throughout the 
Christmas season. You can learn more about the Peace Light at www.peacelight.org.   
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR PRESCHOOL AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN Sundays 10am-11am.  Please 
deliver children directly to the school (except Preschool and Kindergarten which will meet in the Church 
Hall).  They will be escorted back to Church for Liturgy. 
 
SPECIAL COLLECTION NEXT SUNDAY FOR VICTIMS OF EARTHQUAKE IN HAITI.  PLEASE USE A BLANK 
ENVELOPE MARKED “HAITI” ALONG WITH AMOUNT AND YOUR ENVELOPE NUMBER.  THANK YOU! 
 

 
 
FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS.  Topic:  Praying the Psalms, which will allow us to do bible study, liturgical 
study and spiritual exercises all at the same time.  FIRST CLASS: TUESDAY FEBRUARY 16 at 7pm in the Church 
Hall.  The class will run at least through Lent.  If there is sufficient interest, we may continue further. No 
registration, no fees, no books required.  Parishioners and their guests are welcome.   Each session will be self-
contained so you may come to some or all of the classes.  ALL adults are urged to consider attending. 
 
ALL SOULS’ SATURDAYS:  Five Saturdays in the year (1 before Lent; 3 during Lent; 1 before Pentecost) 
are set aside for special prayers for the faithful departed.  On these days, the names of the faithful departed 
are remembered individually. Each family must supply a list (hramoty) of the names they wish to be 
remembered along with a monetary sacrificial offering on behalf of the deceased.  Because of a schedule 
conflict, we will anticipate the First All-Souls’ Saturday on Friday, January 29 with a Parastas Service at 
7pm.  Every parish household should submit their hramoty (Christian names of each departed to be 
remembered) on a plain envelope including your envelope number no later than January 24. 
 
HOUSE BLESSINGS THIS WEEK:  Father will attempt to cover the following areas: 
MONDAY (national holiday; 2pm – 9pm): W. Islip, Patchogue, Shirley, Speonk, Rocky Point, Setauket, S. 
Setauket, Stony Brook.  Tuesday:  (3pm-9pm; retired parishioners may get a call about an earlier time) 
Brentwood, Islandia, Hauppauge, Nesconset, Lake Grove, Holbrook, Ronkonkoma. WEDNESDAY (2PM-
6PM) Smithtown, St James, Kings Park (retirees can expect visits before 4).  FRIDAY (3PM-9PM): 
Remaining families in Northport, East Northport, Commack, Kings Park, Smithtown and St James. Father 
regrets that he will not be able to stop for a snack or a meal in any home during the blessings.   Time and 
weather are not on our side right now and we have the rest of the year to share hospitality.  We will be 
updating the parish census during house blessing.  If for some extraordinary reason you do not wish to 
have your home blessed this year, please let Father know before the scheduled day for your area.  
Any houses not blessed this week will need to be blessed by appointment at a mutually convenient time. 
 
     UP AND COMING EVENTS: 
SLAVIC NIGHT IN KING’S PARK: Our Dance Group will be featured at the 2nd Annual Slavic Night 
sponsored by the Kings Park Heritage Museum on Saturday, January 30 at 7PM, in the RJO School, 101 
Church Street, Kings Park.   Museum tours will be available after the performance and refreshments will be 
served.   Why not come out and support our Dancers and the Slavic heritage of our founders. 
PARISH DAY OF RECOLLECTION:  Saturday, March 6 with Basilian Sister Barbara Jean Mihalchik  from 
Uniontown PA. Sessions for Adults and Teens.  Mark your calendar and plan to be spiritually enriched. 
RECONCILIATION WORKSHOP:  Saturday March 27.  For all children and teens who have never 
celebrated the sacrament of Reconciliation or who have been estranged from it for some time.  
BYZANTEEN NATIONAL RALLY:  July 8-11 in Erie PA.  Plans are underway for our teens to participate.  
Fr. Jack is the keynote speaker for this national teen event.  More information to follow. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO BYZANTINE CHANT:  classes will begin after Pascha due to schedule overload.  
There are already a number of good things going on during Lent.   

http://www.resurrectionsmithtown.org/
http://www.peacelight.org/


 

    FOCUS ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Religious Education for our children begins today. Classes will meet hereafter on Sundays from 10:00 to 
11:00am in the school.  Parents will be provided with a schedule of classes.  Parents should bring their 
children upstairs to their classrooms each Sunday.  Children will be escorted to Church for Liturgy at the 
conclusion of classes. 
 Parents (and grandparents!) are the primary educators of their children.  Our efforts in the catechetical 
program will succeed if they are reinforced at home by: 
 Daily prayer—it’s up to parents to teach their children the basic prayers and to make them comfortable 
with praying.  Grace before meals and bedtime prayers are two wonderful traditions that should be part of 
every Christian home.  You can find traditional Byzantine Catholic prayers in any Byzantine prayerbook or at 
http://www.catholic-forum.com/members/popestleo/dailyprayer.html including some audio clips. 
 Reinforcement—discuss what your children are learning in Sunday School.  Walk them through the church 
calendar and discuss the feasts and fasts of the Church as they occur. There’s a wealth of information on our 
Parish wall calendar which every family should have and display.  There’s even more at  
http://www.catholic-forum.com/members/popestleo/dailyprayer.html 
 Good Example—the Byzantine Catholic faith will be real and credible for your children if they see YOU 
practicing it, by prayer, fasting, attendance at Liturgy and acts of charity.  The best example you can give your 
children while they learn about their faith is to attend ADULT FAITH FORMATION and continue your own 
education.  Adult Education (on the Psalms) begins Tuesday, February 16 at 7pm in the Church Hall. 
 Regular Attendance—if Sunday School is treated as something important, it will be something important.  
Please make the effort to bring your child to Sunday School on time, every Sunday. 
 THE DIVINE LITURGY—studying about Jesus is one thing; encountering Him in the Liturgy and the 
Sacraments is another.  There is no point in Sunday School without regular participation in Sunday worship.  
God is not an idea and Christianity is not a lifestyle or a moral value—it’s a RELATIONSHIP with the three 
Persons of the Holy Trinity, who encounter us in tangible ways in the seven Sacraments of the Church. Stay 
and worship with us as a family. 
 
WE THANK OUR CATECHISTS, who come to us with excellent credentials and have generously volunteered 
their time to minister to our children: PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN:  Carol Frederico and Jody 
Kopczynski; GRADES 1-3:  Kathleen McCourt; GRADES 4-6:  Joseph Durko; GRADES 7-8:  Robert Leggo. 
TEEN GROUP:  Bob and Lisa Knapp (and Fr. Jack); CATECHETICAL COORDINATOR: Cindy Ottesen. 
 
THE SAFETY OF OUR CHILDREN AND TEENS IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO US ALL.  All of our catechists 
have undergone the screening and training required by the Eparchy of Passaic’s Safe Environment Policy.  
This policy is observed in all parish activities.  Any suspicion of abuse of any child or teen in this parish should 
be reported immediately to the Pastor or to the Eparchial Coordinator of the Safe Environment program, Fr. 
David Barratelli (973-890-7777). 
      


