
   RESURRECTION BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
   Corner of Edgewater and Mayflower Avenues in Smithtown NY 

Fr. Jack Custer, SSL, STD, Pastor                        Mailing Address: 225 Ellison Avenue, Westbury NY 11590 

Phone:  631-759-6083                  Fax:  516-333-6769          Email: frjackcus@gmail.com  

   Website:  www.resurrectionsmithtown.org 
    DIVINE SERVICES 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 11:15am +Ruth Reinhardt by Bob and Lisa Knapp  
FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 7:00pm  FIRST ALL SOULS’ DAY:  PARASTAS AND HRAMOTY 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31 11:15am For the Intentions of All Parishioners 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Metropolitan Basil, Father Dan, John Skalyo, Anna Tkach, Matthew 
Gorecki, William Patrovic, George Revock, Damian Boruch, Pat Melvin, Mary Lucyshyn and Joseph 
Jerszynski (father of Christine Leggo).  Let us prayerfully support each other in times of illness, of 
convalescence and of any other need.  
 
YOUR OFFERINGS:  SUNDAY JANUARY 17: $1656.00.  OFFERING STATEMENTS FOR 2009: If you 
itemize and need a statement of your offerings for 2009, please let Father know via note or email.  
ENVELOPE ETIQUETTE:  Please always use an envelope and save our counters the three extra steps 
required for loose checks.  Please always indicate the amount of your offering on each envelope. Please 
do not old envelopes with different numbers.  This insures correct accounting and saves more time and 
confusion than you can imagine.  Thanks!  
We gratefully acknowledge  a gift of $500.00 for the Rectory Building Fund from Bill and Cindy Ottesen. 
SPECIAL COLLECTION TODAY FOR VICTIMS OF EARTHQUAKE IN HAITI.  PLEASE USE A BLANK ENVELOPE 
MARKED “HAITI” ALONG WITH AMOUNT AND YOUR ENVELOPE NUMBER.  THANK YOU! 
 
REMEMBER THE SMITHTOWN FOOD PANTRY. Leave non-perishable food donations in the Church 
vestibule. Our parish will staff the Food Pantry in February.  Contact Alexis Cahill (631-265-0719). 
 
PARISH FELLOWSHIP AFTER LITURGY EVERY SUNDAY.  Please take the initiative to invite visitors to join us 
downstairs.  Contact Kay Lefko (631-265-6093) to get your family’s place on the hospitality schedule.   
 
OUR PARISH SOCIETES:  MEN’S CLUB meets first Friday each month at 6:30pm.  All parish men are 
welcome.  President:  Joe Hurban (631-880-1782).  WOMEN’S CLUB meets TODAY after the Divine 
Liturgy, in the Parish Hall.  President: Pat Roth (631-656-6500). BYZANTEENS: Meeting Wednesday at 
7PM in the school.  Topic:  Making Moral Decisions (part 3). Find us on Facebook! 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR PRESCHOOL AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN Sundays 10am-11am.  Please 
deliver children directly to the school.  Preschool/K will also meet in the school.  Children will be escorted back 
to Church for Liturgy by their teachers.  Please say a prayer for the success of our catechetical program. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 31 PANCAKE BRUNCH after the Liturgy featuring Pancakes, breakfast meats and 
more.  $7.00 for adults; $4.00 for kids; invite your friends!.  Orest Baransky (631-499-6167) is coordinating this 
brunch for the Men’s Club in support of the Rectory Building Fund. 
 

FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS.  Topic:  Praying the Psalms, which will allow us to do bible study, liturgical 
study and spiritual exercises all at the same time.  FIRST CLASS: TUESDAY FEBRUARY 16 at 7pm in the Church 
Hall.  The class will run at least 6 weeks. No registration, no fees, no books required.  Parishioners and their 
guests are welcome.   Each session will be self-contained so you may come to some or all of the classes.  ALL 
adults are urged to consider attending. 
ALL SOULS’ SATURDAYS/Zadušna Subbota:  Five Saturdays in the year (1 before Lent; 3 during Lent; 1 
before Pentecost) are set aside for special prayers for the faithful departed.  On these days, the names of 
the faithful departed are remembered individually. Each family must supply a list (hramoty) of the names 
they wish to be remembered along with a monetary sacrificial offering on behalf of the deceased.  Because 
of a schedule conflict, we will anticipate the First All-Souls’ Saturday on Friday, January 29 with a 
Parastas Service at 7pm.  If you have not yet submitted your hramoty (Christian names of each departed to 
be remembered) you may bring it to Parastas on Friday and leave it on the tetrapod.  Use a plain envelope 
and include your envelope number. 
HOUSE BLESSINGS have been completed according to the published schedule. If your house was missed, 
please call Father to arrange a mutually convenient time. 
     UP AND COMING EVENTS: 
SLAVIC NIGHT IN KING’S PARK: Our Dance Group will be featured at the 2nd Annual Slavic Night 
sponsored by the Kings Park Heritage Museum on Saturday, January 30 at 7PM, in the RJO School, 101 
Church Street, Kings Park.   Museum tours and refreshments too!    
PIROHY SALE:  Westbury pirohy will be available on Sunday, February 7.  Stock up for Lent! $6. Per doz. 
BYZANTEEN BAKE SALE: Sunday February 7, after Liturgy.  Your last chance before Lent!  Proceeds help 
get our teens to the National ByzanTeen Rally in Erie PA this July.  Please support them. 
FORGIVENESS VESPERS FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT:  Sunday February 14.  We will gather for a 
covered dish luncheon after the Divine Liturgy and return to Church at 2pm to celebrate Vespers (the 
evening worship of the Church) with the traditional rite of mutual forgiveness.  This service may be new to 
us, but it has been the tradition of the Byzantine Church for more than 1000 years. Let’s sit down together 
as a parish family for Sunday dinner and begin Lent on the right note.  Nancy Abrams (631-544-6346) and 
Rita Holodick (631-981-1484) are coordinating the covered dish. 
PARISH DAY OF RECOLLECTION:  Saturday, March 6 with Basilian Sister Barbara Jean Mihalchik  from 
Uniontown PA. Sessions for Adults and Teens beginning at 10am and lasting through Vespers.  Mark your 
calendar and plan to be spiritually enriched. 
PYSANKY WORKSHOP:  Sunday March 14 and March 21, 1-3pm.  Experienced parish egg-writers will 
offer small-group instruction in creating simple pysanka designs.  For those who don’t need instruction, 
this is an opportunity to write a few pysanky while enjoying each other’s company.  Basic kits will be 
available for purchase for beginners.  Dyes to share will be provided or bring your own supplies.  This is a 
great opportunity to invite guests to our parish.  Let our beautiful traditions help us bring people to Christ!  
Reservations required by MARCH 1!  Call Joanne Marcus (631-246-5669) leave name and number and 
best time to return your call. 
RECONCILIATION WORKSHOP:  Saturday March 27.  For all children and teens who have never 
celebrated the sacrament of Reconciliation or who have been estranged from it for some time.  
IRISH NIGHT: Saturday March 27. Featuring Irish cuisine and an exhibition of Irish dancing.  Stan Purgar 
is coordinating this event for the Men’s Club. 
INTRODUCTION TO BYZANTINE CHANT:  classes will begin after Pascha due to schedule overload.  
There are already a number of good things going on during Lent.   
      

http://www.resurrectionsmithtown.org/


 

     LENT:  SPRINGTIME FOR THE SOUL 
     THE PRE-LENTEN PERIOD  
Eleven weeks before Pascha, the Church begins to prepare us for the season of rebirth which is the 
Great Fast or Lent.  The pre-Lenten period begins with the Sunday of Zacchaeus and continues with 
the Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican and the Sunday of the Prodigal Son.  Each Sunday 
features a Gospel passage which illustrates a different aspect of repentance.  Zacchaeus, who 
climbed a tree to see Jesus, exemplifies the extra effort we are invited to make during the Fast.  The 
Pharisee and the Publican contrast two different approaches to the spiritual life.  The Prodigal Son 
offers us a powerful example of repentance and reconciliation for a young man whose selfish 
adventures in sinful living led him to total humiliation and destitution.  Zacchaeus’ curiosity, the 
Publican’s humility and the Father’s welcoming forgiving love all urge us on. 
 
The special prayers and hymns of the Lenten season are collected into a book called the Lenten 
Triodion, which was assembled and edited by Sts Theodore and Joseph of the Studion Monastery in 
the 8th century and expanded in the 14th century.  The Triodion first comes into use on the Sunday of 
the Pharisee and the Publican, with special hymns at Vespers (evening prayer) and Matins (morning 
prayer).   
At Vespers, for example, we pray: 
 “Brethren, let us not pray like the Pharisee, for whoever exalts himself shall be humbled.  Rather let 
us humble ourselves before God like the Publican and cry out as we fast: O God be merciful to me a 
sinner.”   
At Matins, two troparia are added to Psalm 50 and will be sung every Sunday throughout the Fast.  
They make excellent Lenten prayers for daily use by the faithful: 
“Open to me the gates of repentance, O Giver of Life, for my spirit, bearing the temple of my body all 
defiled, rises early to pray toward Your holy Temple.  Only purify me by Your tender mercy, for You 
are compassionate.” 
“Lead me on the paths of salvation, O Theotokos, for I have soiled my soul with shameful sins and 
have wasted my whole life in slothfulness.  Through your prayers, rescue me from every impurity.” 
 The prayer of the Publican, “O God be merciful to me a sinner,” has found a permanent place in the 
Liturgy.  It is also the basis of the Jesus Prayer:  “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner.”   
The complete Triodion in English can be found at www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/triodion.html 
The week after the Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican is a “vol’nica”—a week free from fast 
and abstinence.  It’s a little reprieve before Lent and also a warning NOT to fast like the Pharisee! 
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