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Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!   Christos Raždajetsja!  Slavite Jeho!




DIVINE SERVICES
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3

11:15AM
For the Intentions of the Parishioners



Mirovanije in honor of the feasts  of the Circumcision and of St Basil the Great
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6

7:00PM

FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY





+ Bill and Rose Baczynski by Bill and Cindy Ottesen

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10
+Antoinette Spiciati by John Spiciati




Mirovanije in honor of the feast of the Theophany


Christ is Baptized!  Glorify Him!   Christos Kreščajetsja!  Slavite Jeho!

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Metropolitan Basil, Father Dan, John Skalyo, Mary Cortese,  Anna Tkach, Matthew Gorecki, William Patrovic, George Revock, Damian Boruch, Pat Melvin, Mary Lucyshyn and Joseph Jerszynski (father of Christine Leggo).  Let us prayerfully support each other in times of illness, of convalescence and of any other need. FR DAN’S CONTACT INFO: St Charles Hospital 200 Belle Terre Road, Port Jefferson NY 11777.  General telephone number is 631-474-6000.
We extend prayerful condolences to Nancy, Steven, Carianne and Jennifer Abrams on the death of +Allen Abrams, who was buried from our parish this past Wednesday.  May God grant His servant Allen a blessed repose and remember him forever.
YOUR OFFERINGS: CHRISTMAS:  $3623.00.  SUNDAY DECEMBER 27:  $1820.00.  May God be pleased to accept all of our sacrifices!  Thank you for your generosity to your parish!
OFFERING STATEMENTS FOR 2009: If you itemize and need a statement of your offerings for 2009, please let Father know via note or email. 
2010 ENVELOPES are now available in the Parish Hall.  If yours are not there, please let Father know.  
Envelope etiquette:  Please always indicate the amount of your offering on each envelope.  This insures correct accounting and saves more time and confusion than you can imagine.  Thanks!!! CHURCH CALENDARS are also available.  Sharing one with someone without a regular parish could be a great invitation to visit us!   We thank the Vigliante Family and Branch Funeral Home for their kindness.
REMEMBER THE SMITHTOWN FOOD PANTRY. Demand for food is up! Non-perishable food donations can always be left in the Church vestibule. Our parish’s next turn to staff the Food Pantry will be in February.  Please consider helping. Our parish coordinator, Alexis Cahill can answer any questions.
PARISH FELLOWSHIP AFTER LITURGY EVERY SUNDAY.  Please take the initiative to invite visitors to join us downstairs.  Contact Kay Lefko (631-265-6093) to get your family’s place on the hospitality schedule.  
Mirovanije Offerings in January will be shared with Opus Bonum Sacerdotii, a non-profit that supports Catholic priests in various temporal needs.  Please suggest other charities with which we can share.
MEN’S CLUB meets first Friday each month at 6:30pm.  Next meeting: January 8, 2010.  All parish men are welcome.  President:  Joe Hurban (631-880-1782).  WOMEN’S CLUB plans to meet on Sunday, January 17, 2010 after the Divine Liturgy, in the Parish Hall.  President: Pat Roth (631-656-6500). 
BYZANTEENS: Instead of meeting this week, come to the Theophany Liturgy at 7PM.  Next meeting, January 13 in the school.   Stay in touch via the Church of the Resurrection Byzanteens Facebook page.
THE PEACE LIGHT, kindled in Bethlehem and brought throughout the world, will burn throughout the Christmas season. You can learn more about the Peace Light at www.peacelight.org.  

A SERVICE OPPORTUNITY FOR PARISHIONERS:  Men and women are needed to count and bank the collection each Sunday.  Ideally, several teams could rotate.  Each team would need at least one person willing to drop off the collection at Bank of Smithtown after Liturgy.  Please speak to Fr. Jack if you’d like to be part of a team.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR PRESCHOOL AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN begins Sunday, January 17, at 9:30am.  Watch for more details.  If you registered your child in the fall, there is nothing more to do.  If you have a child who has not yet registered, please register online or speak with Cindy Ottesen, catechetical coordinator.  RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR ADULTS will begin after house blessings.  Topic:  Praying the Psalms, which will allow us to do bible study, liturgical study and spiritual exercises all at the same time.  
THE LITURGICAL SEASON OF CHRISTMAS:  Like Pascha, the Christmas season extends for 40 days, ending on February 2, the feast of the Encounter of Simeon with the Christ Child in the Temple.   On January 6 we celebrate the feast known as Theophany (God’s manifestation);  Slavs also call the feast “Jordan.” When Jesus was baptized in the Jordan, all three persons of the Trinity manifested themselves together for the first time: the voice of the Father, the Son incarnate, the Spirit in the form of a dove (Matthew 3,16-17).  This is the second greatest feast of the year after Pascha, older and more important than Christmas.  It is marked by the great blessing of water in Church, often followed by a blessing of the nearest body of water (next year the Nissequogue?).  The vigil of Theophany is traditionally a day of strict fast, which Slavs break in the evening with a meatless festive meal called Ščedryj Večer (“Bountiful Supper”).  All the faithful should drink the freshly-blessed Jordan water and take some home for use throughout the year.  Holy Water can be used to bless persons or things.  Last year’s Jordan water should be disposed of by pouring it onto the ground.  Holy Water reconnects us with our baptismal relationship with Christ:  “All you who have been baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ” (Galatians 3,27). 
HOUSE BLESSINGS:  It is traditional to bless the homes of the faithful with new Jordan Water every year.  Smithtown blessings will not begin before Saturday, January 9.  Families will be notified on the day or the evening before and schedule conflicts will be resolved as they emerge.  You should have a lit candle and some new Holy Water available for the blessing.  Please understand that Father will not be able to stop for a snack or a meal at any home.  Time and weather are not on our side right now and we have the rest of the year to share hospitality.  We will be updating the parish census during house blessing.  If you do not wish to have your home blessed this year, please let Father know.
INTRODUCTION TO BYZANTINE CHANT:  Are you interested in participating more fully in the chants of the Liturgy? Would you like to learn the “tones”? Father would like to start an informal chant class, perhaps on Saturday mornings to accommodate working folks and those who will not drive at night.  Would you be interested?  Would the time work for you?  Please indicate your interest to Father.
