


RESURRECTION BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH



Corner of Edgewater and Mayflower Avenues in Smithtown NY
Fr. Jack Custer, SSL, STD, Pastor                        Mailing Address: 225 Ellison Avenue, Westbury NY 11590
Phone:  631-759-6083                  Fax:  516-333-6769          Email: frjackcus@gmail.com 



Website:  www.resurrectionsmithtown.org
THIS BULLETIN IS FOR TWO WEEKS: SUNDAYS JAN 31 AND FEB 7.





DIVINE SERVICES
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31
11:15am For the Intentions of the Parishioners

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2
7:00pm
FEAST OF THE ENCOUNTER WITH SIMEON



Blessing of candles  +Paul Campos by Bob and Lisa Knapp
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
11:15am
+Metropolitan Judson Procyk by Pat Kupec
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
11:15am
+Josef and Anna Leggo by Robert & Christine Leggo





2:00pm

Forgiveness Vespers for the Beginning of the Fast
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Metropolitan Basil, Father Dan, John Skalyo, Anna Tkach, Matthew Gorecki, William Patrovic, George Revock, Damian Boruch, Pat Melvin, Mary Lucyshyn and Joseph Jerszynski (father of Christine Leggo). 
TODAY:  PANCAKE BREAKFAST AFTER LITURGY.  COME ON DOWN!
FEAST OF THE ENCOUNTER:   Decorated candles will be blessed and available for purchase.  You may also bring your own candles for the blessing.  Simply place them on the table provided.

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7:  TWO SPECIAL SALES:   Westbury pirohy will be available on.  Stock up for Lent! $6. Per doz.  BYZANTEEN BAKE SALE: after Liturgy.  Your last chance before Lent!  Proceeds help get our teens to the National ByzanTeen Rally in Erie PA this July.  Please support them.
YOUR OFFERINGS:  SUNDAY JANUARY 24: $1488.00. plus:  YOUR SUPPORT FOR HAITIAN RELIEF: $750.00.  THANK YOU FOR THIS GENEROUS RESPONSE!  May God accept all of our sacrifices! 
OFFERING STATEMENTS FOR 2009: If you itemize and need a statement of your offerings for 2009, please let Father know via note or email. 
REMEMBER THE SMITHTOWN FOOD PANTRY. Non-perishable food donations can always be left in the Church vestibule. February is our month to serve. Coordinator Alexis Cahill can answer any questions.
PARISH FELLOWSHIP AFTER LITURGY EVERY SUNDAY.  Please take the initiative to invite visitors to join us downstairs.  Contact Kay Lefko (631-265-6093) to get your family’s place on the hospitality schedule.  
FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS.  Topic:  Praying the Psalms, which will allow us to do bible study, liturgical study and spiritual exercises all at the same time.  FIRST CLASS: TUESDAY FEBRUARY 16 at 7pm in the Church Hall.  The class will run at least 6 weeks. No registration, no fees, no books required.  Parishioners and their guests are welcome.   Each session will be self-contained so you may come to some or all of the classes.  ALL adults are urged to consider attending.
FR. JACK WILL BE AWAY from February 3 through 12.   In case of emergency, contact the nearest Catholic parish or Catholic hospital chaplain for the sacraments.   In the event of a funeral, please contact Deacon Nicholas Daddona, (516-457-5617) who will arrange for the services of a priest. 

BYZANTEENS: Our next two meetings (Feb 3 and Feb 10) will feature Mrs. Susan Gubing, parishioner and career counselor.  Don’t miss these sessions which will help you identify your talents and career options. February 3 – Discover your Career DNA – Part I What will you be doing in 2020?  The games you played during your childhood are the hidden clues to your future career choices.  At the Teen Club meeting you will take a simple, ten minute assessment based upon the games you played as a child which will identify your three strongest interests.  These interests will point directly to the high school courses, clubs and the internships you should seek while in high school.   We will create your Career Avatar and give it an assignment to complete before February 10 - Discover your Career DNA – Part II Using the “Career DNA Crystal Ball” you will discover the college majors and careers you should consider.  Your Career Avatar will help you create your ten-year career plan.  Your talents are God’s gift to you.  How you use them is all about giving glory to God by how you live.  These two sessions may help take some of the stress out of thinking about your future and give you some insights into the part that only YOU can play in making God’s Kingdom come.   





UP AND COMING EVENTS:
FORGIVENESS VESPERS FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT:  Sunday February 14.  We will gather for a covered dish luncheon after the Divine Liturgy and return to Church at 2pm to celebrate Vespers (the evening worship of the Church) with the traditional rite of mutual forgiveness.  This service may be new to us, but it has been the tradition of the Byzantine Church for more than 1000 years. Let’s sit down together as a parish family for Sunday dinner and begin Lent on the right note.  Nancy Abrams (631-544-6346) and Rita Holodick (631-981-1484) are coordinating the covered dish.

PARISH DAY OF RECOLLECTION:  Saturday, March 6 with Basilian Sister Barbara Jean Mihalchick  from Uniontown PA. Sessions for Adults and Teens beginning at 11am and lasting through Vespers.  Mark your calendar and plan to be spiritually enriched.  We’ll need to plan a light meatless lunch to share.  

PYSANKY WORKSHOP:  Sunday March 14 and March 21, 1-3pm.  Experienced parish egg-writers will offer small-group instruction in creating simple pysanka designs.  For those who don’t need instruction, this is an opportunity to write a few pysanky while enjoying each other’s company.  Basic kits will be available for purchase for beginners.  Dyes to share will be provided or bring your own supplies.  This is a great opportunity to invite guests to our parish.  Let our beautiful traditions help us bring people to Christ!  Reservations required by MARCH 1!  Call Joanne Marcus (631-246-5669) leave name and number and best time to return your call.
RECONCILIATION WORKSHOP:  Saturday March 27.  For all children and teens who have never celebrated the sacrament of Reconciliation or who have been estranged from it for some time. 

IRISH NIGHT: Saturday March 27. Featuring Irish cuisine and an exhibition of Irish dancing.  Stan Purgar is coordinating this event for the Men’s Club.
KOLBASI SALE:  You asked for it! The Men’s Club will be selling kolbasi and other meat products for your Paschal Basket.  Order blanks will be available soon.  Products will be delivered for Palm Sunday pickup.

PHONE LIST:  We are updating the phone chain.  Please let Fr. Jack know by note or email if you DO NOT wish to be included by February 14.  Approximately 10 new volunteers are needed to coordinate pieces of the phone chain.  Please contact Carol Pawluk (631-724-6053) if you are willing to help.  The phone list is used for very important announcements, such as emergency Church cancellations.  We will never share your number or any other personal information with a third party outside the parish.
FR. DAN’S CONTACT INFO: HCR Manor Care 640 Bethlehem Pike, Montgomeryville PA, 18936.  General phone # 215-368-4350.

THE LENTEN SPRINGTIME AND THE LAST FEAST OF LIGHT  WEEK OF JANUARY 31, 2010

This week two different liturgical moments coincide. Today we celebrate the third pre-lenten Sunday, which focuses on the Gospel parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15,11-32).  The forgiving father, the unforgiving elder brother and the repentant son each offer us food for meditation about our own attitudes toward God, toward sin, and toward each other.  The Epistle (1 Corinthians 6,12-20) pairs perfectly with this parable.  St Paul speaks directly to perpetually immature, rebellious nature of human sinfulness.  He challenges our childish notions of freedom and points specifically at the most physical of our temptations when he addresses our attitudes towards food and sexual indulgence.  The liturgical hymns for this day invite us to see ourselves in the Prodigal’s place.  The “first robe” (Luke 11,22) with which he was welcomed home becomes for us the robe of Baptism, which restores us to the dignity of Adam and Eve before their original sin.


The adventures of the Prodigal teach us that sin is a choice to exile ourselves from God’s love.  On this and the next two Sundays, the Byzantine Church adds to the celebration of Matins (morning prayer)  Psalm 137, sung to a heart-wrenching melody and punctuated by “alleluias.” Israel’s failure to remain faithful to the Lord led to the exile in Babylon and the destruction of the Temple in 587 BC.  As we pray their bitter words from exile, we are invited to consider how our own sinful choices have distanced us from God and from our own happiness.  “By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept as we remembered Zion. . .  It was there that they asked us, our captors, for song; our oppressors for joy. . .How could we sing the song of the Lord on alien soil?”


Entirely by coincidence, this week also marks the end of the 40 days of the Christmas Season.  The “Season of Light” began with the star of Bethlehem (Matthew 2,2-9) shining over the birthplace of the “Sun of Justice” (Malachi 4,2) and the “Daystar from on High” (Luke 1,78); it continued through the dazzling revelation of the three persons of the Trinity at the Baptism of Christ.  It concludes on February 2 with the commemoration of how the elder Simeon recognized the infant Jesus to be “the light of revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of Your people, Israel” (Luke 2,32).  We are halfway to the spring equinox; the increase of natural light is read by the Church as a symbol of the growing light of revelation as God-made-Man grows into maturity and moves toward His Passion, Resurrection and Ascension.



The feast of the Encounter of the Lord with Simeon (called “the Presentation” by Roman Catholics) celebrates the moment when Joseph and Mary brought the 40 day old Jesus to the Temple according to the Jewish law requiring that first born sons must be consecrated to God (Exodus 13,2 and 11-16).  This custom recalls how God saved the firstborn of the Israelites from the plague that devastated the firstborn of Egypt at the time of the Exodus.  St Luke reports that Mary and Joseph were able to offer only the pauper’s sacrifice of two birds (Luke 2,22-24).  Observant Jews still practice the custom of redeeming the firstborn (Pidyon ha-Ben), making a gift to charity instead of an animal sacrifice.  This feast reminds parents that their children are given to them in trust from God and that, ultimately, they and we belong exclusively to Him.



  The Ruthenian Byzantine Catholic Church has long had the custom of blessing candles on this feast as a way of recalling Simeon’s identification of Jesus with light.  Jesus Himself later said “I am the light of the world” (John 9,5).  Blessed candles are needed for house blessing, the Paschal basket blessing and whenever Holy Communion is brought to a Christian home.  Many people have the custom of lighting candles in front of the holy icons in their homes for prayer or during times of particular stress or danger.  



Simeon’s hymn of joy upon recognizing Jesus as the Messiah (Luke 2,29-32) is prayed daily in the Church’s evening prayer (Vespers).  It makes a wonderful private evening prayer:  “Now you may dismiss your servant, O Lord, in peace, according to your word.  For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared before the face of all people.  A light for revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.”
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THE LENTEN SPRINGTIME:  MEATFARE SUNDAY    FEBRUARY 7, 2010

The fourth pre-Lenten Sunday introduces us to the upcoming season of fasting.  In the strictest observance of the Byzantine tradition, Meatfare Sunday is the last day on which meat is eaten until Pascha.  The week preceding it is therefore like the Italian “Carnivale” (which means “farewell to meat”)—the last chance for merriment before Lent begins.  The week following Meatfare Sunday is traditionally the time for festive meals of fish and dairy products (“Maslenica” in Slavonic) before these too were given up on Cheesefare Sunday.



These two food-based Sundays invite us to think about two different Christian customs:  fasting and abstinence.  FASTING is about quantity; it means not eating at all or at least eating significantly less for a limited period of time.  ABSTINENCE is about quality; it means giving up particular foods—usually animal products (meat, dairy, eggs and fish—yes, fish too in the Byzantine view of things), olive oil and alcohol.  By abstaining from animal products we return to the vegetarian diet of paradise (Genesis 1,29-30; God first permits meat to be eaten after the Flood: Genesis 9,1-7).  Oil and wine are biblical luxuries.  We abstain from them to save money for charity.  For most of us, Lent is a matter of minimal abstinence and no real fasting at all.  Giving up a favorite snack food is a great way to introduce children to the discipline of fasting.  Adults need a more serious experience of fasting and abstinence.


Why are fasting and abstinence so important to Christian life?  Because the first sin was about eating.  Because the desire for food is the most basic of all our physical urges and the first way we are likely to fall into sensuality and self-indulgence.  The negative, defensive way we are likely to react to the challenges of fasting and abstinence is the best proof of why we need them and why they are so effective as spiritual exercises.



The law of the Byzantine Catholic Metropolia of Pittsburgh requires FASTING (one full meal and at most two smaller snacks) of all communicants on Clean Monday (the first day of Lent) and Good Friday.

All communicants are likewise obliged to ABSTAIN at least from meat on all the Wednesdays and Fridays of Lent (the traditional abstinence on Wednesday was restored as law in 1999; canon 880,2).  STRICT ABSTINENCE (from all animal products including fish, eggs and dairy) is required on Clean Monday and Good Friday and strongly recommended on Holy Saturday.  This law represents the bare minimum required of anyone who will present themselves for Holy Communion during Lent.  The Church is the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12,27) and we must keep Lent—at least in its barest minimum—together, as a body.  


How far can we go?  The full Byzantine fast invites us to ABSTINENCE  from animal products for the entire 7 weeks (wine and fish are permitted on Sundays and the feast of the Annunciation) and FASTING (less food) on all the weekdays of Lent.  Such an observance is entirely voluntary.  More people than you might imagine have been keeping Lent this way for years. It can be done.  It has its rewards.  It is not an end in itself.  It must be paired with prayer and charity.  We’ll talk more about those –and the relationship among the three—in future bulletins.



Our forebears also abstained from entertainment during Lent—back when “entertainment” meant music and dancing.  Some of our parishioners may remember parents or grandparents who abstained from radio or TV for the whole of Lent.  As we become more and more addicted to the devices that fill our lives with noise, perhaps we should think about reclaiming this sort of abstinence too.  If a day with no TV, no Gameboy, no iPod or no talk radio frightens you, you have just discovered why abstinence from noise may be needed to help us confront the emptiness in our lives that these  noisemakers fill the way junk food fills our bellies; filling but not nourishing; easy but not beneficial; and, in the end addictive.
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NEW ROLES OF SERVICE IN OUR PARISH

COLLECTION COUNTERS:  Last Sunday (coincidentally, the Sunday of the Publican!) a group of parishioners assumed an important task in the operation of our parish.  Nancy Baransky, Joe Hurban, Michael Lanzarone, Mike Lefko, and George Susko will be responsible counting and banking our weekly offerings.  Pat Melvin will be responsible for recording individual offerings and preparing annual statements as of 2010.  We thank them for their willingness to serve.  You can help lighten their work by always using your current parish envelopes and always marking the amount of your donation on each.

PARISH ADVISORY BOARD:  The particular law of the Ruthenian Byzantine Metropolia of Pittsburgh (canon 295), promulgated by our bishops in 1999 calls for an Advisory Board in every parish.  After much prayerful consideration, in early January, Fr. Jack invited thirteen parishioners to consider serving on an Advisory Board for the Church of the Resurrection.  All thirteen accepted and will constitute the Parish Advisory Board.  They are:  Orest Baransky, Kris Melvin Denenberg, Carol Frederico, Anthony Gibson, Lynn Giugliano, Sue Gubing, Anasztazia Hornyak, Bob Knapp, Michael Lanzarone, John Pawluk, Stan Purgar, Bob Sikora and Jeanne Waxman. 


Selecting a small group of advisors was not an easy task.  Our parish is blessed with many dedicated and talented parishioners and there are many other people who could be asked and who could serve with distinction.  This inaugural group has been selected in an attempt to gather a variety of professional skills and to represent the broadest spectrum of our parishioners in terms of age and interest.



This inaugural Advisory Board will serve at the Pastor’s discretion at least through 2010.  There are no fixed terms but advisors will be rotated to allow other parishioners a chance to serve.  The primary responsibilities of board members will be to attend scheduled meetings (probably 4-6 annually) and to contribute actively to an exchange of ideas and deliberations to address the parish’s immediate needs and begin strategic planning for the next 3 to 5 years. The board’s first task will therefore be to help build a prioritized agenda for the management and development of the parish.  



While any parishioner is welcome to bring concerns, ideas and criticism directly to the Pastor, parishioners may also bring items for discussion to the attention of any member of the Board.  Board meetings will not be open to others, but a summary of each will be presented to the parish by the Pastor in the bulletin as official reports to the entire parish.



Our LAY REPRESENTATIVES, Cantor Daniel Holodick and Mrs. Veronica Bertha, will continue to serve the parish by countersigning checks and offering their advice to the Pastor as parish elders.  They will also represent the parishioners at large on formal occasions such as the reception of dignitaries.  We thank them for their dedicated and scrupulous attention to their responsibilities.



Along with our Catechists, Singers and Altar Servers, our Collection Counters, Advisory Board Members and Lay Representatives offer important service for the good of our whole parish.  These many roles of service are a testimony to the many gifts and talents with which our parish has been blessed.  They exemplify the generosity of spirit and willingness to work which is so typical of this parish.  Let us thank God for all He has empowered us to be for each other!  Let us do all for His glory!
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