RESURRECTION BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Corner of Edgewater and Mayilower Avenues in Smithtown NY
Fr. Jack Custer, SSL, STD, Pastor Mailing Address: 225 Ellison Avenue, Westbury NY 11500
Phone: 631-759-6083 Fax: 516-333-6769  Email: ijackcus@gmail.com
Website: www.resurrectionsmithiown.org
DIVINE SERVICES

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 11:15am +Josef and Anna Leggo by Robert & Christine Leggo
2:00pm Forgiveness Vespers for the Beginning of the Fast

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19  7:00pm LITURGY OF THE PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 11:15am +Alexander Demesko by the Wynnyckyj Family

Panachida: +George and Helen Ezak by Bill and Georgette Laraque

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Metropolitan Basil, Father Dan, John Skalyo, Anna Tkach, William
Patrovic, George Revock, Damian Boruch, Pat Melvin, Mary Lucyshyn and Joseph Jerszynski (father of
Christine Leggo). WE OFFER SINCERE CONDOLENCES to the Gorecki family on the death of +Matthew
Gorecki who was buried from our parish on February 12 and to John and Mary Ann Spiciati on the death of
Jenny Salerno, who was buried from our parish on February 5. May God grant them both blessed repose
and eternal memory.
YOUR OFFERINGS: SUNDAY JANUARY 31: $1669.00. SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7: $
May God be pleased to accept all our sacrifices for the work of the Church.
PARISH FELLOWSHIP AFTER LITURGY EVERY SUNDAY. Please take the initiative to invite visitors to join us
downstairs. Contact Kay Lefko (631-265-6093) to get your family’s place on the hospitality schedule.

THIS WEEK AT RESURRECTION:
TODAY: FORGIVENESS VESPERS FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT. We will gather for a covered dish
luncheon after the Divine Liturgy and return to Church at 2pm to celebrate Vespers (the evening worship
of the Church) with the traditional rite of mutual forgiveness. This service may be new to us, but it has
beenthet r adi ti on of the Byzantine Church for more
family for Sunday dinner and begin Lent on the right note
TOMORROW: CLEAN MONDAY. The first day of Lent. All the faithful who are physically able are bound to fast
(1 full meal and no more than 2 snack-sized meals) and abstain (from meat, dairy, eggs and alcohol) today.
Those who cannot fast for reasons of health are urged to offer extra prayer for the intentions of the parish and
to perform some extraordinary act of charity.
TUESDAY: FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS. 7pm in the Church Hall.Topic: Praying the Psalms, which will
allow us to do bible study, liturgical study and spiritual exercises all at the same time. The class will run at least
6 weeks. No registration, no fees, no books required. Parishioners and their guests are welcome. Each session
will be self-contained so you may come to some or all of the classes. ALL adults are urged to attend.
WEDNESDAY: BYZANTEENS: Game Night 7pm-8:30pm in the School.
FRIDAY: Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts at 7pm. More on this Lenten Liturgy in the insert.

REMEMBER THE SMITHTOWN FOOD PANTRY. Non-perishable food donations can always be left in the
Church vestibule. February is our month to serve. Coordinator Alexis Cahill can answer any questions

OUR PARISH SOCIETES: - %. 6 3 nfeetSfitst Friday each month at 6:30pm. All parish men are
welcome. President: Joe Hurban (631-880-1782). 7/ - %. 0 3 Bresifeht: Pat Roth (631-656-6500).

LENTEN CHARITY BANKS are available in the vestibule. Every adult and child in the parish is encouraged to take
one for his or her own personal Lenten charity. Put it where you eat or where you keep your wallet/purse.
Made a DAILY sacrifice based on the value of what you’ve given up that day. Empty your pocket change into it
at the end of each day. The link between your fasting and your charity is one of the most important aspects of
the Lenten lifestyle. Did you give up your daily Latte? That’s $3.00 a day for charity. Meatless Wednesdays
and Fridays? That’s at least $1.00 per person per meal you’ve saved for charity. You are welcome to offer your
Lenten charity to your parish but please feel free to give this charity to ANY worthy and needy person or cause
at Pascha. Just make sure the charity you choose does not directly or indirectly oppose our Christian respect
for the lives of the unborn, the ill or the elderly. www.spuc.org.uk/ethics/Charities Bulletin_v1.pdf. Is a handy
website to check the pro-life values of your favorite charities.
PHONE LIST: Today is the deadline to let Fr. Jack know by note or email if you DO NOT wish to be
included in the phone chain. The phone list is used for very important announcements, such as emergency
Church cancellations. We will never share your number or any other personal information with a third
party outside the parish.
CHURCH CLEANING: Our church needs to be cleaned once a month. The next church cleaning is tentatively
scheduled for Saturday morning, Feb. 20th. We are looking for families, groups or individuals interested in
volunteering 1-2 hours of their time to help vacuum and dust the church. If you are interested in creating
a team or joining a team to clean one month this year please contact Lisa Knapp (631-265-6701).

UP AND COMING EVENTS:
PARISH DAY OF RECOLLECTION: Jesus regularly stopped His busy ministry and withdrew for prayer
and He urged His disciples to do the same (Mark 6,31 and 46). Out of this fundamental Christian need has
come the custom of retreats lasting anywhere from 3 to 40 days. A day of recollection is a mini-retreat
from the busy-ness of life to focus on our relationship with the Lord. On Saturday, March 6 Basilian
Sister Barbara Jean Mihalchick from Uniontown PA will offer our parish an opportunity for such a focused
spiritual experience. She will meet with our ByzanTeens from 11am-12:15. The session for adults will run

between the two sessions. Sister Barbara Jean has served the Church in a variety of ministries including
teaching, spiritual direction, administration and vocation development. She was involved in the re-
establishment of religious life for women in Eastern Europe after the fall of Communism. will offer
spiritual and practical reflections on how to get the most out of Lent. Her conference is addressed to both
women and men. There will be opportunity for questions, discussion and private reflection.

PYSANKY WORKSHOP: Sunday March 14 and March 21, 1-3pm. Experienced parish egg-writers will
offersmalllgr oup instruction in creating simple
this is an opportunity to write a few [Kiysvillineky
available for purchase for beginners. Dyes to share will be provided or bring your own supplies. This is a
great opportunity to invite guests to our parish. Let our beautiful traditions help us bring people to Christ!
Reservations required by MARCH 1! Call Joanne Marcus (631-246-5669) leave name and number and
best time to return your call.

RECONCILIATION WORKSHOP: Saturday March 27. For all children and teens who have never
celebrated the sacrament of Reconciliation or who have been estranged from it for some time.

IRISH NIGHT: Saturday March 27. Featuring Irish cuisine and an exhibition of Irish dancing. Stan Purgar
is coordinating this event for the Men’s Club.
KOLBASISALE: The Men’'s Club will be
advance order only. Products will be delivered for Palm Sunday pickup.
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THE LITURGIES OF LENT: THE LITURGY OF ST BASIL

The Divine Liturgy we normally celebrate on Sundays and weekdays is credited to St John Chrysostom (ca.
347-407). On the Sundays of Lent, however, we celebrate another Divine Liturgy, which is traditionally
identified with St Basil the Great (330-3 7 9 ) . What's di fferent about
use it during the Great Fast?

For folks in the pews, the responses of the Liturgy of St Basil are identical to those of the Liturgy

t h ddentified with $t Basilaht Gr&tt(33BR 59 )l .
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For folks in the pews, the responses of the Liturgy of St Basil are identical to those of the Liturgy

of St John Chrysostom except for the Hymn to the dfhedtt okoln CHmy pd atcemodx cdpgt ifson rtuleg Hymmpetrd twhee s°
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responses of the Anaphora---“ I 't i s proper and just” through *“ Hol sesponddsoftlye Anaphard -y | ta nids t ghreo g Armeanrid ojf udth™e t hrough *“ Hol )
consecration—to different chant melodies. Originally (and still in Slavonic) the musical setting of these consecration—to different chant melodies. Originally (and still in Slavonic) the musical setting of these
responses was much longer and more complicated, because they were meant to cover the extra time responses was much longer and more complicated, because they were meant to cover the extra time
needed for the priest to pray the much long Anaphora prayers which are characteristic of the St Basil needed for the priest to pray the much long Anaphora prayers which are characteristic of the St Basil
Liturgy. Now that the Anaphora prayers are taken aloud (a return to the ancient practice which various Liturgy. Now that the Anaphora prayers are taken aloud (a return to the ancient practice which various
Eastern Catholic and Orthodox Churches are slowly considering) the faithful can hear for themselves the Eastern Catholic and Orthodox Churches are slowly considering) the faithful can hear for themselves the
real different -- and the real beauty -- of the Liturgy of St Basil. real different -- and the real beauty -- of the Liturgy of St Basil.
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perfect sin offering on the Cross. Every Divine Liturgy continues to make the benefits of that unique
sacrifice available for the faithful as we grow into a full realization in our own lives of what Christ has done
for us.

The prayer after the Great Entrance traces the history of sacrifice through the Bible: the offerings
of Abel (Genesis 4,4), Noah (Genesis 8,20), Abraham (Genesis 22,13), Moses and Aaron and the priest-
prophet Samuel (1 Samuel 10,8). Each of these Old Testament figures also points in some particular way
to Jesus Christ. The prayer goes on to recall that the apostles received the commandment to offer the
sacrifice of the Liturgy from Christ Himself (Luke 22,19; 1 Corinthians 11,25).
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participating on earth in the perfect worship offered constantly by the angels in heaven. This prayer participating on earth in the perfect worship offered constantly by the angels in heaven. This prayer
delves into the mystery of the Trinity, celebrating each person in turn in carefully crafted language that delves into the mystery of the Trinity, celebrating each person in turn in carefully crafted language that
simultaneously insists on the unity among the Three. The prayer that follows summarizesGod’' s whol ei mul taneously insists on the unity among the Thr
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especially from the Epistles of St Paul. He describes the original dignity with which God created man and

theconsequences that fl owed from the Adam and
d e a {Rbnians 5,12).
The prayer’s summary of what Christ has done

he gave us precepts for salvation, turned us away from the deceit of idol, and brought us to know you, true
God and Father. He purchased us for himself as a chosen people, a royal priesthood, and a holy nation (1
Peter 2,9), cleansing us with water and sanctifying us with the Holy Spirit (Romans 15,16). He
surrendered himself as a ransom to Death (Ephesians 5,25), by which we were held captive, sold into
slavery under sin (Romans 7,14). Descending by the cross into Hades, in order to fulfill all things in
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slavery under sin (Romans 7,14). Descending by the cross into Hades, in order to fulfill all things in
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The Liturgy of St Basil is celebrated on the five Sundays of the Great Fast, on Holy Thursday and The Liturgy of St Basil is celebrated on the five Sundays of the Great Fast, on Holy Thursday and
Holy Saturday, on the vigils of Christmas and Theophany,and on St Basil's own fed&doildgapatdandagryoh. the vigils of Christmas and The:



THE LITURGIES OF LENT: THE LITURGY OF THE PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS THE LITURGIES OF LENT: THE LITURGY OF THE PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS

The celebration of the Divine Liturgy is always joyful. It is a participation in the death, resurrection and The celebration of the Divine Liturgy is always joyful. It is a participation in the death, resurrection and
glorification of Jesus Christ and a foretaste of the Kingdom of Heaven. Because the Divine Liturgy is always glorification of Jesus Christ and a foretaste of the Kingdom of Heaven. Because the Divine Liturgy is always
a feast, it came to be seen as incompatible with the spirit of Lent as it is observed in the Byzantine a feast, it came to be seen as incompatible with the spirit of Lent as it is observed in the Byzantine
tradition. Therefore, the Divine Liturgy is served only on Saturday and Sunday during Lent; the weekdays tradition. Therefore, the Divine Liturgy is served only on Saturday and Sunday during Lent; the weekdays
arel “taurgical” and the daily services of Vespers anel iMaur quisc anla kan dcd et He tdiaigli y ad erdwiyc es Tfe easpgr s eéd
from the Triodion, along with daily readings from Genesis, Isaiah, Psalms and Proverbs, provide rich from the Triodion, along with daily readings from Genesis, Isaiah, Psalms and Proverbs, provide rich
spiritual nourishment of their own. At the same time, the saints who shaped our liturgical life realized that spiritual nourishment of their own. At the same time, the saints who shaped our liturgical life realized that
the faithful could not be deprived of the Eucharist. They thought back to the Exodus when, for 40 years, the faithful could not be deprived of the Eucharist. They thought back to the Exodus when, for 40 years,
God provided manna every evening and morning to nourish His people on their journey. Lent is likewise a God provided manna every evening and morning to nourish His people on their journey. Lent is likewise a
little Exodus toward the Promised Land of Pascha, an escape from exile in sin and a return to our little Exodus toward the Promised Land of Pascha, an escape from exile in sin and a return to our
homeland of intimacy with God our Father. The Liturgy of the Presanctified was already in common use homeland of intimacy with God our Father. The Liturgy of the Presanctified was already in common use
in Constantinople by the end of the 6t century. The Church Council convened in 692 makes it the only in Constantinople by the end of the 6t century. The Church Council convened in 692 makes it the only
Liturgy that can be celebrated on a weekday in Lent. The celebration of the Presanctified Liturgy was lost Liturgy that can be celebrated on a weekday in Lent. The celebration of the Presanctified Liturgy was lost
in many Byzantine Catholic Churches in the centuries after our reunion with Rome (1598/1646) and in many Byzantine Catholic Churches in the centuries after our reunion with Rome (1598/1646) and
replaced by much simpler Latin services with a very different emphasis such as Stations of the Cross. The replaced by much simpler Latin services with a very different emphasis such as Stations of the Cross. The
Second Vatican Council and later documents by Pope John Paul II called us to return to our authentic Second Vatican Council and later documents by Pope John Paul II called us to return to our authentic
Byzantine customs. The bishops of the Ruthenian Byzantine Catholic Metropolia of Pittsburgh therefore Byzantine customs. The bishops of the Ruthenian Byzantine Catholic Metropolia of Pittsburgh therefore
mandate that the Presanctified be celebrated in every parish at least once a week during the Great Fast. mandate that the Presanctified be celebrated in every parish at least once a week during the Great Fast.
The responses to the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts are sung in a distinctive Lenten tone. The responses to the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts are sung in a distinctive Lenten tone.
There is no anaphora (Eucharistic prayer) or consecration in the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts. An There is no anaphora (Eucharistic prayer) or consecration in the Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts. An
extra “Lamb” (the Eucharistic particle representiaengtCar‘lsamb™andt lparEuach arsit)dhrdipactiti¢gh for the ipammerioriofalpe faghduke r thiel
are consecrated on the previous Sunday and reserved for this Liturgy. Hence, they will be somewhat drier are consecrated on the previous Sunday and reserved for this Liturgy. Hence, they will be somewhat drier
and harder. The Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is essentially Vespers, the evening prayer of the Church, and harder. The Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts is essentially Vespers, the evening prayer of the Church,
with additional ceremonies related to the preparation and distribution of the Eucharist. The additional with additional ceremonies related to the preparation and distribution of the Eucharist. The additional
Psalms 120-134 which are chanted at this Liturgy were originally connected with the annual Jewish Psalms 120-134 which are chanted at this Liturgy were originally connected with the annual Jewish
pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the feasts of Passover, Pentecost and Booths. The Lenten Church is likewise on pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the feasts of Passover, Pentecost and Booths. The Lenten Church is likewise on
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem,in or der to participate in the mysteriaspol g€Chmagte’ s oddarhhsahemresmr oedeiromowlpiachi ci pat
were accomplished there. were accomplished there.

Psalm141--“ Let my prayer ascend to you I|Iike incense aimdimidh-e”“ Llati tmyngprupy eorf any< dndidhedifsiog ipiobmg hadadsnkkeani n c e n
evening sacrifice” r efrpeveningtindhe Jedusalem Tenple as s sacrifecdfdrthe e d eweni ng sacrifice” refers to the incense offered
people’s sins. We | i kewise struggle against our mpevoiplse ' nd udi ne.ndeWe ileisk alwirs en gstLrendg glaemda pdifregst Gouwr of
prayers, penance and charity as sacrifices. prayers, penance and charity as sacrifices.

There are two Old Testament readings. In Genesiswe hear t he story of humani tTyh'esr ec raeraet itomo aOldd Test ament readings. I n Gene:
fall, and follow the creation of Israel out of the family of Abraham. The men and women of Genesis model fall, and follow the creation of Israel out of the family of Abraham. The men and women of Genesis model
a variety of virtues for us but also demonstrate how mankind drifted further and further from God. The a variety of virtues for us but also demonstrate how mankind drifted further and further from God. The
practical advice of Proverbs, spoken in the voice of the wise King Solomon, teaches us how to discipline practical advice of Proverbs, spoken in the voice of the wise King Solomon, teaches us how to discipline
ourselves to live uprightly in a very fallen world. Daily selections from these two Old Testament books can ourselves to live uprightly in a very fallen world. Daily selections from these two Old Testament books can
be found on the Church calendar. They make excellent Lenten reading. be found on the Church calendar. They make excellent Lenten reading.

In place of the Cherubic Hymn we sing another hymn that reminds us that the Liturgy allows us In place of the Cherubic Hymn we sing another hymn that reminds us that the Liturgy allows us
to do for a time what the angels do for all et er ntodoYoratiméwlat the ahghledo fprawer £t @fr nh e gven “dNmoev s drevipogrewist fof
behold the King of Glory enters. They escort the mystical sacrifice already accomplished. Let us draw near behold the King of Glory enters. They escort the mystical sacrifice already accomplished. Let us draw near
with faith and | ove that we may become partaker owWwitlh ffeaietvlerdmd tlimyge "t IBatc awes emd yh eb &aGeaEntyiaeistmadaecre 0
with the Eucharist (rather than with still-unconsecrated bread and wine as in the Divine Liturgy), the with the Eucharist (rather than with still-unconsecrated bread and wine as in the Divine Liturgy), the

faithful kneel for the Entrance at the Presanctified. faithful kneel for the Entrance at the Presanctified.






