RESURRECTION BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH FOOD PANTRY is thriving thanks to your support. Coordinator Alexis Cahill (631-265-0719) can answer

: . i bout the Pantry.
Corner of Edgewater and Mayilower Avenues in Smithtown NY any questions a y
Fr. Jack Custer, SSL, STD, Pastor Mailing Address: 225 Ellison Avenue, Westbury NY 11590 FODAY: PYSANKY WORKSHOP 1 amal I tte CHoma aar s o
Phone: 631-759-6083 Fax: 516-333-6769 Email: irjackcus@gmail.com iy ) X ) )
Website: www.resurrectionsmithtown.org TODAY: BYZANTEEN CHOCOLATE @GAlTteens are selling hand made Easter chocolates after liturgy today.
) : * Proceeds will help get them to the ByzanTeen National Rally in Erie PA, July 8-11. Thanks for your support!
DIVINE SERVICES
A 2 e oo por the Intentions of our Parishioners TUESDAYAITH FORMATION FOR ADWLABAYING THE PSAL®Saim 1357pm in the Church Hall,
FRIDAY MARCH 26 7:005m Liturgy ofthgeyPresanctified Gifts Parishioners and their guests are welcome. Each session will include some hands-on bible study, insights into

SUNDAY MARCH 28 11:15am WILLOW SUNDAY—Blessing of Palms and Willows our Liturgy and the opportunity to explore how to pray in, with and through your daily life experiences. THIS

+Jennifer Spiciati by John Spiciati WILL BE THE LASDULT FAITH FORMATISGESSION UNTIL AFTER PASCHA.

Mirovanije for the Annunciation and for Willow Sunday

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Metropolitan Basil, Father Dan, Andy Terletzky, John Skalyo and WEDNESDAY AND FRIDA¥ska baking beginning at 8am. For questions, to volunteer or to place an order
George Revock. We extend condolences to Christine Leggo on the passing of her father, Joseph (deadline March 21) contact Nancy Baransky (631-499-6167). Order forms are in the Church Vestibule.
Jerszynski. May God grant him blessed repose and eternal memory. WEDNESDABYZANTEENS: 7:00-8:30pm in the school. A special project will be completed.

THURSDAY: FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIBiVit@Niturgy at 7om. The Annunciation is a festive oasis in these
PARISH FELLOWSHIP AFTER LITURGY EVERY Bldh#BAdke the initiative to invite visitors to join us trad RIea 2F GKS Clate 2SS OStSONIGS K2g¢ al NeQa 6,
downstairs. Contact Kay Lefko (631-265-c 1 po 0 G2 ISG 82dzNJ FI YAT B QEKENB OB A2Y TAKSARZEALINE PRR® 3 ORSR&L §& NI U BtobiécAnde THBcRokosT fite bné SR
also a lot of information to be seen on the parish bulletin board downstairs. who gave birth to God. Traditionally, there is no fasting on this day and abstinence is lightened to allow fish

and wine.
WE WELCOME A NEW PARISHI®NERt Nelson. May God continue to grant us growth in His service! SATURDARECONCILIATION WORKSHOP: Saturday March 27, in the School, 10am to noon. Children

grades 4-7 who have never celebrated the sacrament of Reconciliation or who have been away from it for
HOLDING THE TROJEi#le candle symbolizing the Holy Trinity) at the Gospel is an honor we are reserving for some time will learn how to make a good confession and have the opportunity to do so.
our parish women and girls. All parish women and girls are urged to take their turn. Just speak to an usher. SATURDAY: IRISH NIGHT: Featuring Irish cuisine and an exhibition of Irish dancing. Stan Purgar is

coordinating this event for the Men’s Club. See Men’s Club members for tickets and information.
UP AND COMING EVENTS

YOUR OFFERINGS: SUNDAY, MARCH 14: $1963.00. Thank you for your generous support! KOLBASI SALE: The Men’s. Club will be selling k_olbasi_ and other meat products for your Paschal Basket by
advance order only; deadline today! Orders will available on Willow Sunday.
OUR CRAFTY LAD#ESanxious to welcome new members to their weekly craft sessions 6 & Y2 NB  § Ky BAPELES: the7 1 | AT 8 Ostilithas@Hances available for a hand-embroidered tablecloth (on display

ONBOKSGHE ((KS [ I RahShra Villade gofhmudiy damteil i2 Smithyo@nd every Monday from in the Church Hall). Drawing will be Willow Sunday. Proceeds will support Funeral Luncheons. Chances
1-3pm. For information, call Kathy Latunik (631-698-6398). We thank the Crafty Ladies for their gift of $50.00 are also available for two hand-made night stained glass fan lights; see Cantor Dan Holodick. We thank
profit from their recent Afghan Sale to benefit our Building Fund. Dan and Nancy Abrams for donating their unique handicrafts for the benefit of our parish.

PASCHA IS TWO WEEKS AWAY!

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIESIRCH CLEANINGr church needs to be cleaned once a month, We are WHERE ARE THE WILLOWS? Anyone who has pussy willow trees or knows where they grow wild is
. -~ o ) . . o asked to speak with Father as soon as possible. It would be a shame to buy willows for the blessing.
looking for families, groups or individuals interested in volunteering 1-2 hours of their time to help

A -
vacuum and dust the church. If you are interested in creating a team or joining a team to clean one month GRAVE WATCH ON GOOD FRIDAY IS BACK! Sign up for an hour of prayer and vigil at the Grave from

. . . . 9pm Good Friday and Holy Saturday noon. Sign up sheet is in the Church Hall.
this year please sign up on the schedule in the Church Hall or contact Lisa Knapp (631-265-6701) for ) . . .
more information. BIRTHRIGHT helps women make the choice against abortion and for life by providing BLESSING OF PASCHAL FOODS: There will be blessing of Paschal foods at noon on Holy Saturday in

moral and material support. Their Main Street Smithtown office needs new counselors to staff the office the Church Hall. Spread the word to non-parishioners who also keep this Christian custom.
pport. . . . : . . ST THOMAS SUNDAY FESTIVITIES: Sunday, April 11 after Liturgy, a brunch will be served in the Church
11-2 on weekdays. Counselors would receive 5 training sessions and then on-the-job training. Thisisa

great opportunity to give the gift of time in support of the sanctity of life. Call Peg at 631-360-7707 if you Hall featuring traditional Slav Paschal foods (ham, kolbas, paska, hrutka, eggs and more). There will be an

are interested in learning more about being a Birthright volunteer. FUNERAL LUNCHEONS: Contact Pat Easter czr;(iyzhe'usn‘zgo(;”lour ct}}llll(élren. PLEASE SIGN THiLf‘ISEH\Xl;HE PAllilst: HALL ".l;;)k]))AY or ctaliiLlsg
Roth (631-656-6500 or mompig2@aol.com) if you’d like to help cook and serve the Mercy Meal in our napp (631-265- ) so that we can prepare enough food. A free will offering will be accepted an

parish hall after parish funerals. This would be a great parish tradition to revive! THE SMITHTOWN guests are most welcome.

This is a beautiful custom that should be continued and a chance for our girls to be more involved at Liturgy.
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USCCB NATIONWIDE BULLETIN INSERT/ACTION ALERT
Updated 3-F1-2011
Stop Abortion Funding in Health Care Reform!
Protect Conscience
Ensure Affordable Health Coverage
Allow Immigrants to Purchase Private Health Insurance

As long-time advocates of health care reform. the U.S. Catholic bishops continue to make the moral case
that genuine health care reform must protect the life, dignity, consciences and health of all, especially the
poor and vulnerable. Health care reform should provide access to affordable and quality health care for
all, and not advance a pro-abortion agenda in our country. Genuine health care reform is being blocked by
those who insist on reversing widelv supported policies against federal funding of abortion and plans
which include abortion, not by those working simply to preserve these longstanding protections.

+« On November 7, the U.5. House of Representatives passed major health care reform that reaffirms
the essential, longstanding and widely supported policy against using federal funds for elective
abortions and includes positive measures on affordability and immigrants.

+ Om December 24, the ULS. Senate rejected this policy and passed health care reform that requires
federal funds to help subsidize and promote health plans that cover elective abortions. All
purchasers of such plans will be required to pay for other people’s abortions through a separate
payment solely to pay for abortion. And the affordability credits for very low income families
purchasing private plans in a Health Insurance Exchange are inadequate and would leave families
financially vulnerahle.

+ Outside the abortion context, neither kill has adequate conscience protection for health care
providers, plans or employers.

+« Congressional leaders are now rying to figure out how the rules of the House and Senate could
allow the final passage of a modified bill that would satisfy disagreements berween House and
Senate versions.

ACTION: Contact your Representative and Senators today by e-mail, phone or FAX.
+ Tosend a pre-written, instant e-mail to Congress go to www.usech.org/action.

«  Call the U.S. Capitol switchboard at: 202-224-3121, or call your Members® local offices.
Contact info can be found on Members" web sites at www.house.gov & www.senate.gov.

MESSAGE - HOUSE:

“1'am pleased that the House health care bill maintains the longstanding policy against federal
funding of abortion. On the other hand, the provisions on abortion funding in the current un-
amended Senate health care bill are seriously deficient and unacceptable. I urge vou to work to
uphold essential provisions against abortion funding, to include full conscience protection and to
ensure that health care is accessible and atfordable for all. 1 urge vou to appose any bill unless and
until these criteria are met.”

MESSAGE - SENATE:

“1am deeply disappointed that the current un-amended Senate health care bill fails to maintain the
longstanding policy against federal funding of abortion and does not include adequate protection
for conscience. 1 urge you to support essential provisions against abortion funding, similar to those
in the House bill. Include full conscience protection and ensure that health care is accessible and
affordable for all. I urge you to oppose any bill unless and until these criteria are met.”

WHEN: Votes in the House and Senate are expected at any time. Act today! Thank You!
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THE BLESSING OF PASCHAL FOODS
“Basket blessing” is an important custom for many Slavic families, both Byzantine and Roman. Itisa
beautiful Christian tradition that ALL Christians should share. This is because it is not just an ethnic
tradition—it is a BIBILCAL TRADITION. Its origins lie in the laws of sacrifice revealed by God to Moses on
Sinai, and particularly the law regarding the Passover sacrifice (Exodus 12).

Sacrifice is the original and most important form of worship that God reveals and commands in the Old
Testament. Every Old Testament sacrifice points the way to the one and only sacrifice which sufficed to
make atonement for the sins of all humanity: Jesus’ self-sacrifice on the Cross. The Epistle to the Hebrews,
which we have been hearing throughout the Sundays of the Fast, explains in detail how Jesus offered
Himself on the Cross as both priest and victim in perfect fulfillment of the Old Testament laws for sin
offerings ( see Hebrews 9). We participate in Christ’s unique sacrifice at every Divine Liturgy.

Along with offering animals, grain, bread, wine and incense to God through burning, many Old
Testament sacrifices were also meals. The participants ate some of the sacrificed foods and shared them
with the priests and with the poor. Sacrifices were the only occasions on which most people ate meat. The
Divine Liturgy offers us ongoing participation in Jesus’ once-and-for-all sacrifice on the Cross and so we
share in His sacrificed body and blood in Holy Communion. But on Pascha, the holiest day of the year, we
are also invited to bring the sacrifice home and celebrate a particularly holy meal in our families.

Jesus offered His sacrifice on the Cross during the Jewish feast of Passover. The centerpiece of this feast
was a sacrificial meal featuring paschal lamb and unleavened bread. Jesus identifies Himself with this
sacrificed Lamb (John 1,29; John 19,36) and was typically at meals that He appeared to His disciples after
His resurrection (Luke 24; John 21). The earliest Christians understood the celebration of Pascha as the
fulfillment of the Jewish Passover (1 Corinthians 5,7) and some even continued to celebrate the Jewish
Passover meal. We should not be surprised, then, that two important items in the Paschal Basket are meat
and bread. Southern Slavs, Greeks, Romanians, Italians and Albanians favor lamb, in direct continuation of
the Passover symbolism. Northern Slavs tend to prefer pork products. The symbolism is the same. The
bread - which Byzantine Slavs still call “Paska” (from the proper name for “Easter”) - is no longer
unleavened Jewish matzah, but rich, sweet, raised bread which symbolizes the Risen Christ. No basket
would be without salt but few realize why: the Old Testament commands that every sacrifice be
accompanied by salt (Leviticus 2,13).

The egg is a natural symbol of Resurrection. Butter, cheeses and other dairy products also appear. All
of these are animal products, luxuries from which we have abstained during the Fast. By blessing them,
we receive them back again as God’s gifts to us, just as He gave them to humanity in our original
innocence. The Paschal food blessing allows us to break our Lenten fast with special food, holy food. The
most important reason for making our Paschal meal holy is also biblical. The yearly celebration of Christ’s
Passion and Resurrection invites us to renew our own baptismal union with Christ. St Paul teaches: “we
who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death. We were indeed buried with Him
through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might live in newness of life” (Romans 6,3-4). More simply, Paul says: “Whoever is in Christ is a new
creation” (2 Corinthians 5,17). On Pascha, we nourish our new life by eating new food, holy food.

Many Byzantine Catholics are not ethnic Slavs. Many of us treasure different recipes for our
Paschal meals. But ALL OF US should celebrate Pascha with blessed food. Every family should bring
for blessing whatever will be on their tables on Pascha. Ideally, your basket should include some sort
of bread, some sort of meat and eggs. Children are encouraged to bring their own baskets, containing eggs,
chocolates and whatever they gave up for the Fast. Adults can do the same. Wine was offered in the Old
Testament and is totally appropriate for inclusion in the basket. Every basket should include a candle
which recalls the candle we received at Baptism. Feel free to be creative. But please participate.
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