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Women's Club Meeting 1/09/11
We want to thank all the ladies who join us each month and get to the Church hall an hour earlier!  These meetings are open to all women of the parish, and we really appreciate your support.  Next meeting will be February 6th, 10 a.m.
Note:  Please read Fr. Jack's graciously accepted feedback at the end of the minutes.  
1) Joanne presented thank you note from Father Jack for Christmas gifts.   Note is now posted on parish hall bulletin board.  Please take time to read it.
2) Cake and Coffee

 Thanks to Kay Lefko for her continued service.  We now have a guide lines flyer (created by Jeanne Waxman) to be distributed to all church members.   It was suggested that we eliminate the wash cloths that linger in the kitchen and ask Joe Hurban to keep a supply of thicker disposable hand towels along with a disinfected kitchen spray cleaner on hand.

3) Re-capped print sale of the church pictures.  Net profit as of this date is $720.   More prints are still available.  Prints will now be sold via the church website to the world.
4) Free financial seminar

· Coffee and cake will be available. 
· Anna Hornyak will organize snacks. 
· Joanne Marcus donating cookies, 
· Lisa Knapp will head clean up committee. 
· Margarete will receive guests as they enter and will be in contact with Corrine and Anna with final head count. 
· Smithtown news will have the seminar posted this week's edition  as per Kay Lefko. 
4) Recipe book

We will start collecting family recipes. 
All parishioners will receive an e-mails on about this project.  There is a box in the social hall that Anna Hornyak was kind enough to coordinate all submissions.
New Business
1) We discussed sponsoring the cost of flowers for the 2011 communion class. The class has 4 boys and 2 girls.  Margarete will contact a friend with a possible connection and get back to us. Joanne Marcus will contact and price the flowers with Smithtown florists as well.

2) We discussed using the church print for either Christmas cards or plain note cards.  Lisa will price out costs. and we will discuss options next meeting.   The goal is to take orders up front.  We asked Sue to please get Ruth Bitsko's permission to do this.
3) Plant sale possibilities were discussed for Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday.
Joanne Marcus will research some wholesale florists and bring info to next meeting.  Again the suggestion was to take pre-sale orders first, like we do with baked goods or kielbasa sales.
Meeting concluded with a prayer at 11 a.m.
Next meeting will be February 6th, 10 a.m.
Sincerely Joanne and Lisa.
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Fr. Jack's Responses:

We need to get clear and consistent on the issue of "First" Communion, which ceased to exist in the Byzantine Catholic Church in the USA with a clarification of our Church law after 1990.  Since it is the norm for children to receive Holy Communion from Baptism onward, there is no need to perpetuate a "first" communion event that simply imitates something that makes sense for Roman Catholics but not for us.  The only thing these kids are doing for the "first" time is Penance.  So, having read your proposal to purchase flowers for the event, I am asking you NOT to, since it is my intention not to perpetuate a custom that makes no sense for us. The children's first penance will be celebrated with solemnity on Saturday, May 14.  Please focus any nice touch you'd like to offer on that event, not on their reception of Holy Communion the next day.

You may choose to publish my comments above with the minutes or introduce them when the matter comes up at the next meeting.  In either case, it should be understood that there is no "First Holy Communion" in any parish of the Byzantine Ruthenian Metropolia of Pittsburgh. 
I warmly approve of the decision to begin/end meetings with prayer.  Men's Club has also made that decision.

I like the idea of note cards with Ruth's rendition of the Church.  Personally, I'd suggest keeping them blank rather than printing something specific to Christmas in them.

